
Tutorial Jantje the Kangaroo

Read the instructions before starting your knitting. This pattern is meant to be knitted

with felting wool for washing machines. Use special wool which is knitted on needles

size see below”

Eur.4,5 – 5,5, U.s. 7-9, Br. 7-5

Use the smaller needle for the best results. Multicolored yarn has been used here,

called Creative poems aran by Rico Design. To ensure closure of the seams are

invisible, leave a long thread at the end of your work after casting off. This way you

will have the same color as your work to sew the seams.

I also advise sewing the finished part together before knitting another part, if your

thread isn’t long enough you can still carry on with the same color as you stopped at.

All parts are in stocking st. except the ears, but the wrong side is the outside!!!

When all parts have been knitted they are washed in the washing machine. I wash

mine on a whites program at 50 degrees. Add 1-2 old dark towels and 3 tennis balls,

or if you don’t have old towels use 3 tennis balls and a pair of jeans, close the zipper

and button though. Add a little washing powder for color wash. DON’T use soap

powder for woolens.

Wash your parts only if you have time to finish your cuddly toy while it is still wet. This

way you can pull your work into shape. Only the head and body is filled with fiberfill.

And because your work is still wet it can be stuffed into shape and get the creases

out. As soon as your animal is finished, let it dry for at least 1 day, preferably 2.

Body:

Cast on 30 st

Row 1 purl

Row 2 knit

Row 3 purl

Row 4  kn 20, turn

Row 5 sl.1, p 19

Row 6 kn 15, turn

Row 7 sl.1 p 14

Row 8 kn 10, turn

Row 9 sl.1 p 9

Row 10 kn 5, turn



Row 11 sl.1 p 4

Row 12 knit

Row 13 purl

Row 4-13 repeat 4 times

Cast off all st. leaving a long piece of wool.

Pouch:

Cast on 17 st.

Row 1 purl

Row 2 knit

Row 3 purl

Row 4 kn 15, turn

Row 5 sl.1 p 19

Row 6 kn 10, turn

Row 7 sl.1 p 14

Row 8 kn 5,

Row 9 knit

Row 10 purl

Row 4-10 repeat twice

Cast off all st. leaving a long piece of wool.

Head:

Cast on 17 st.

Row 1 purl

Row 2 knit

Row 3 purl

Row 4 knit

Row 5 purl

Row 6 kn 2 tog, turn



Row 7 sl.1 p1

Row 8 kn 3, turn

Row 9 sl.1 p 2

Row 10 kn 4, turn

Row 11 sl.1 p3

Row 12 kn 5, turn

Row 13 sl.1 p4

Row 14 kn 6, turn

Row 15 sl.1 p 5

Row 16 kn 7, turn

Row 17 sl.1 p6

Row 18 kn 8, turn

Row 19 sl.1 p7

Row 20 kn 9, turn

Row 21 sl.1 p8

Row 22 kn 10, turn

Row 23 sl.1 p9

Row 24 kn 9, turn

Row 25 sl.1 p 8

Row 26 kn 8, turn

Row 27 sl.1 p7

Row 28 kn 7, turn

Row 29 sl.1 p6

Row 30 kn 6, turn

Row 31 sl.1 p5

Row 32 kn 5. Turn

Row 33 sl.1 p 5

Ears:



Cast on 3 st.

Row 1 knit

Row 2 kn 1 incr in same st, kn1 incr in same st, kn 1 (5 st)

Row 3 knit

Row 4 kn1 incr in same st, kn 2, kn1 incr in 4th st, kn 1  (7 st)

Row 5 knit

Row 6-18 knit

Row 19 kn 2 tog, kn 3, kn 2 tog, (5 st)

Row 20 knit

Row 21 kn 2 tog, kn 1, kn 2 tog (3st)

Row 22 knit

Row 23 kn 1, kn 2 tog,, psso,  pass wool through st. as for casting off. No need to

leave a long thread.

Knit a second ear to match.

Legs:

Cast on 45 st.

Row 1 purl

Row 2 knit

Row 3 purl

Row 4 knit

Row 5 purl

Row 6 kn 3, turn

Row 7 sl.1 p2

Row 8 kn5, turn

Row 9 sl.1 p4

Row 10 kn 7, turn

Row 11 sl.1 p6

Row 12 kn.9, turn



Row 13 sl1, p8

Row 14 kn 11, turn

Row 15 sl.1 p10

Row 16 kn 9, turn

Row 17 sl.1 p8

Row 18 kn 7, turn

Row 19 sl.1 p6

Row 20 kn 5, turn

Row 21 sl.1 p4

Row 22 kn.3, turn

Row 23 sl.1 p2

Row 24 knit

Row 25 purl

Row 26 knit

Row 27 purl

Cast off all st. leaving a long thread attached.

Knit a second leg to match.

Arms:

Cast on 30 st.

Row 1 purl

Row 2 knit

Row 3 purl

Row 4 kn.3, turn

Row 5 sl. P2

Row 6 kn 5, turn

Row 7 sl.1 p4

Row 8 kn 7, turn

Row 9 sl.1 p6



Row 10 kn.5, turn

Row 11 sl.1 p4

Row 12 kn.3, turn

Row 13 sl.1 p2

Row 14 knit

Row 15 purl

Cast off all st. leaving a long thread.

Knit a second arm to match.

Tail:

Cast on 40 st.

Row 1 purl

Row 2 kn. 30, turn

Row 3 sl. 1 p 29

Row 4 kn.20, turn

Row 5 sl. 1 p 19

Row 6 kn.10, turn

Row 7sl.1 p 9

Row 8 kn.5, turn

Row 9 sl.1 p4

Row 10 knit

Row 11 purl

Cast off all st. leaving a long thread hanging.



How to finish off Jantje.

Body:

This is what the body looks like after knitting.

Keep the wrong side to the outside and sew centre seam carefully by lifting loops on

to your needle, pulling the wool through. (the unfelted wool is fragile). The more equal

the sewing, the better the result after washing. It will be nearly invisible.



Close up photo

Thread wool through bottom and pull till it is nearly closed.



close bottom piece. There will be a few pleats  but these will disappear after washing

and stuffing.

Sew the pouch with wrong side to the outside of the body. This is a little wider than

the body, so pleat a little at bottom to fit. Leave neck open, this is your stuffing point

after washing.



Head:

This is what head looks like after knitting.

Keep wrong side to outside, and close side seam. The cast off side has more st. than

front. Leave 4 st. from cast off side, you will need these when closing top of head.



Thread wool through top of front of head and pull to same size as round part of back

of head.

Sew front and back together



This is what head looks like. Leave snout open as this is used to stuff head.

Ears:

This is what the ears look like.



 Pleat the bottom of ears.

Arms, legs and tail:

This is what arms and legs look like after knitting.( Sorry, forgot to photograph the

tail.)

Sew centre seam, thread wool through top of hand or feet and pull till completely

closed, secure with few st.



This is what it will look like. Complete all arms and legs.

Tail needs only seam at back closing. Leave top parts open.



All parts knitted, washed stuffed and put together.

This is what they look like after sewn. Now they can be washed. I washed them on a

50 degrees washing program. Add 3 tennis balls and a large towel or pair of jeans to

the wash. Close zips and buttons of jeans.



This is what they look like after washing.

Don’t get a fright, because this always happens, as the parts need to be pulled into

shape.



These are the parts after shaping and head and body stuffed. The neck opening of

body stays open. Nose is closed, use a piece of embroidery thread threaded through

bottom and pull to close. Use same thread to make a nose/mouth.



This woolly thread has hairs and these are sometimes felted in with the wool, closing

the opening. Use a knitting needle to open up the hole.

Stuff body using a thinner knitting needle.



Pin head to neck of body where snout becomes the forehead.

Closeup of this.



Sew the ears to top of head. Pin the arms in place. Look at the proportions from the

front and side. When you are satisfied, sew arms to body.

Side view to pinpoint the placing of arms. I prefer to place them a little lower, which

makes Johnny look lazier. But this depends on what you prefer.

Sew legs to bottom of body. Place Johnny at the edge of the table, and position the

tail. Place this as low as possible, which enables him to sit by himself.

When all parts have been sewn on, sew the eyes. Be careful how you do this if cuddly

toy is to be played with by a small child.



This is the end result.



Here are the three Jantjes.  Using different colors makes a huge difference to the end

result.



Here is the first Jantje which started this journey. I also made a mouse called Mientje.

Mientje is made with the same pattern with a little adaptation. The pattern is not on

this sheet. She is smaller and the ears need a separate pattern.

This design was made exclusively by Hermine Koster. Please do not sell this pattern.

If you have any questions, please contact herminekoster@yahoo.com  stating Jantje

in the subject line.

I hope you enjoyed this tutorial as much as I have making it.

English translation by: Barbara Morrison


